
Government Shutdown  

October 2025 – December 2025 

Ohio Head Start Programs in the News 

October 16, 2025 

• Head Start Press Release from OHSAI 

• Coshocton County Press Release 

 

October 17, 2025 

• Early childhood programs could face funding crisis due to government shutdown -  

Interview with Julie Stone, OHSAI 

 

October 21, 2025 

• Head Start keeping eye on government shutdown - Sidney Daily News - Council on Rural Services 

 

October 22, 2025 

• Shutdown puts local Head Start program at risk - The Times Gazette - Highland County 

 

October 23, 2025 

• Ohio Head Start programs face closure as government shutdown threatens federal funding - 

Coshocton County 

 

October 24, 2025 

• Local childcare programs face closure as government shutdown impacts funding - Highland County 

• WOCAP to suspend Head Start Nov. 3 due to shutdown -  

West Ohio Community Action Partnership 

 

October 25, 2025 

• 7 Ohio Head Start programs in limbo as shutdown continues - Highland County 

 

October 27, 2025 

• OHSAI Head Start Press Release 

• WOCAP suspends Head Start programs as federal shutdown drags on -  

West Ohio Community Action Partnership 

 

https://www.ohsai.org/docs/HSPressRelease5.pdf
https://www.ohsai.org/docs/10.16.25_Coshocton-Local_Program_Press_Release.pdf
https://www.fox19.com/2025/10/17/early-childhood-programs-could-face-funding-crisis-due-government-shutdown/
https://www.sidneydailynews.com/2025/10/21/head-start-keeping-eye-on-government-shutdown/
https://www.timesgazette.com/2025/10/22/shutdown-puts-local-head-start-program-at-risk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHA-KDsMpjc
https://local12.com/news/local/childcare-programs-face-closure-government-shutdown-impacts-funding-federal-funds-money-cost-food-aid-republicans-democrats-president-donald-trump-highland-county-toddlers-babies-lunch-infants-head-start-program-cincinnati
https://www.limaohio.com/top-stories/2025/10/24/wocap-to-suspend-head-start-nov-1-due-to-shutdown/
https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2025/10/25/ohio-head-start-government-shutdown
https://www.ohsai.org/docs/OHSAI_Press_Release_10.27.pdf
https://www.hometownstations.com/news/allen_county/wocap-suspends-head-start-programs-as-federal-shutdown-drags-on/article_3dd266a4-aedc-470f-b111-a9c1d2ebf547.html


October 28, 2025 

• Food, childcare aid for 150K area residents in jeopardy as federal shutdown drags on -  

Miami Valley Child Development Centers  

• Ohio Head Start programs face November closure from federal shutdown -  

Interview with Julie Stone, OHSAI 

• As federal shutdown continues, 3,700 Head Start children in Ohio could have nowhere to go - 

Highland County 

 

October 29, 2025 

• JOINT STATEMENT: Groups Call on Congress to Protect Head Start, End the Shutdown 

• How government shutdown could affect child care in Ohio | NBC4 WCMH-TV (article) -  

Coshocton County  

• How government shutdown could affect child care in Ohio (video) - Coshocton County 

• Federal shutdown could shut out low-income kids in seven Head Start programs in Ohio | The 

Statehouse News Bureau - interview with Julie Stone, OHSAI 

 

October 30, 2025 

• Head Start programs serving nearly 65,000 kids at risk of closing amid government shutdown - 

ABC News 

• Highland County child care program forced to close amid government shutdown -  

Highland County 

• Government shutdown threatens Head Start programs; thousands of children could be affected | 

wtol.com - Northwestern Ohio CA Commission 

• Locals prepare for Head Start to close amid shutdown | News | portsmouth-dailytimes.com - 

Scioto County 

• Ohio Head Start programs shut down 

• $220K donation keeps Lima Head Start programs open amid federal shutdown | News | 

hometownstations.com - West Ohio Community Action Partnership 

• How is the government shutdown affecting Head Start programs? - WFMJ.com -  

Alta & Columbiana County 

 

October 31, 2025 

• As Time Runs Out, a Dozen Head Start Families and Providers Share Their Fears – The 74 - 

Highland County & Scioto County 

• Childcare centers face closure with no funding due to the shutdown – WHIO TV 7 and WHIO 

Radio - Julie Stone, OHSAI  & Miami Valley Child Development Centers 

• 2 Ohio Head Start programs face closure as government shutdown blocks funding -  

Julie Stone, OHSAI 

https://www.daytondailynews.com/local/food-childcare-aid-for-150k-area-residents-in-jeopardy-as-federal-shutdown-drags-on/QSMINBU2GFA6PO5WQCNH4BASPQ/
https://www.cleveland.com/open/2025/10/ohio-head-start-programs-face-november-closure-from-federal-shutdown.html
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/politics/2025/10/29/federal-shutdown-could-close-some-head-start-programs-in-ohio/86944007007/
https://www.ffyf.org/2025/10/29/joint-statement-groups-call-on-congress-to-protect-head-start-end-the-shutdown/
https://www.nbc4i.com/news/local-news/coshocton/how-government-shutdown-could-affect-child-care-in-ohio/
https://www.nbc4i.com/video/how-government-shutdown-could-affect-child-care-in-ohio/11215499/
https://www.statenews.org/government-politics/2025-10-29/federal-shutdown-could-shut-out-low-income-kids-in-seven-head-start-programs-in-ohio
https://www.statenews.org/government-politics/2025-10-29/federal-shutdown-could-shut-out-low-income-kids-in-seven-head-start-programs-in-ohio
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/head-start-programs-serving-65000-kids-risk-closing/story?id=126992296
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/head-start-programs-serving-65000-kids-risk-closing/story?id=126992296
https://www.wcpo.com/news/local-news/highland-county/going-to-cause-a-big-burden-government-shutdown-forces-highland-county-child-care-program-closure
https://www.wtol.com/article/news/local/government-shutdown-threatens-head-start-programs-local-leader-reacts/512-c56d4051-1108-4d43-91cf-5b014e0a767f
https://www.wtol.com/article/news/local/government-shutdown-threatens-head-start-programs-local-leader-reacts/512-c56d4051-1108-4d43-91cf-5b014e0a767f
https://www.portsmouth-dailytimes.com/news/locals-prepare-for-head-start-to-close-amid-prolonged-government-shutdown/article_ede097c4-fff7-5686-a692-7a9eedde88f2.html
https://fox8.com/news/some-ohio-head-start-programs-may-have-to-stop-due-to-government-shutdown/
https://www.hometownstations.com/news/220k-donation-keeps-lima-head-start-programs-open-amid-federal-shutdown/article_75e76887-f894-4602-b571-0afff694563e.html
https://www.hometownstations.com/news/220k-donation-keeps-lima-head-start-programs-open-amid-federal-shutdown/article_75e76887-f894-4602-b571-0afff694563e.html
https://www.wfmj.com/story/53205767/how-is-the-government-shutdown-affecting-head-start-programs
https://www.the74million.org/zero2eight/as-time-runs-out-a-dozen-head-start-families-and-providers-share-their-fears/?utm_source=The+74+Million+Newsletter&utm_campaign=2eb24092d9-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_07_27_07_47_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_077b986842-2eb24092d9-177250083
https://www.whio.com/news/local/childcare-centers-face-closure-with-no-funding-due-shutdown/GXIEDSDFBVEYTGW3AHIHYA5OJE/?outputType=amp
https://www.whio.com/news/local/childcare-centers-face-closure-with-no-funding-due-shutdown/GXIEDSDFBVEYTGW3AHIHYA5OJE/?outputType=amp
https://www.fox19.com/2025/10/31/2-ohio-head-start-programs-face-closure-government-shutdown-blocks-funding/


• Some Ohio Head Start programs face closure due to shutdown 

• Head start programs closing amid shutdown - Scioto County 

• Thousands of county residents at risk from federal shutdown | News | starbeacon.com - 

Ashtabula County 

 

November 1, 2025 

• Ohio Valley Head Start Programs Fully Funded Into 2026, Despite Shutdown | News, Sports, Jobs - 

The Intelligencer - Belmont County 

 

November 2, 2025 

• Protect Head Start. End the government shutdown | Opinion - Julie Stone, OHSAI 

 

November 3, 2025 

• Head Start centers face closure during government shutdown | AP News - Scioto County 

• Press Release from OHSAI 

• Video Head Start programs begin to close as government shutdown disrupts funding - ABC News - 

Scioto County 

• Federal shutdown forces closures at some Ohio Head Start providers, others still at risk - 

cleveland.com - Julie Stone, OHSAI 

• Ohio Capitol Connection 

 

November 4, 2025 

• Thousands of kids’ childcare threatened as federal child care closures hit Ohio | NBC4 WCMH-TV - 

Scioto County, LEADS 

• Government shudown not yet affecting local Head Start programs | The Blade -  

Toledo Public Schools, Lucas County Family Council, Northwestern Ohio CA Commission 

• Ohio's Head Start programs grapple with federal funding cancellations | Ideastream Public Media - 

Coshocton County & Julie Stone, OHSAI 

o Watch the video here - starts at 17:21 through 36:30 

• No quick fix for Head Start funding as programs start to close - Roll Call 

• Head Start Closures Could Derail Education for Black Children - Word In Black 

 

November 5, 2025 

• States, donors and schools scramble to keep Head Start centers open — for now • Stateline 

 

 

https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/cleveland/news/2025/10/31/ohio-head-start-programs-shutdown
https://www.wsaz.com/2025/10/31/head-start-programs-closing-amid-shutdown/
https://www.starbeacon.com/news/thousands-of-county-residents-at-risk-from-federal-shutdown/article_3d3b7dde-c20e-4aea-b4b2-548de5b0a0a0.html
https://www.theintelligencer.net/news/top-headlines/2025/11/ohio-valley-head-start-programs-fully-funded-into-2026-despite-shutdown/
https://www.theintelligencer.net/news/top-headlines/2025/11/ohio-valley-head-start-programs-fully-funded-into-2026-despite-shutdown/
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/opinion/contributors/2025/11/02/protect-head-start-end-the-government-shutdown-opinion/86962375007/
https://apnews.com/article/head-start-closed-snap-government-shutdown-64504360d4d668d268b6eb314e6cb47a
https://www.ohsai.org/docs/11.3_OHSAI_Press_Release.pdf
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/video/head-start-programs-begin-close-government-shutdown-disrupts-127151707
https://www.cleveland.com/education/2025/11/federal-shutdown-forces-closures-at-some-ohio-head-start-providers-others-still-at-risk.html
https://www.cleveland.com/education/2025/11/federal-shutdown-forces-closures-at-some-ohio-head-start-providers-others-still-at-risk.html
https://www.hannah.com/DesktopDefaultPublic.aspx?type=hns&id=3N4V4kmXJSk%3d&u=EUN9wLbOmxI%3d
https://www.nbc4i.com/news/politics/thousands-of-kids-childcare-threatened-as-federal-child-care-closures-hit-ohio/amp/
https://www.toledoblade.com/local/politics/2025/11/04/government-shudown-not-yet-affecting-local-head-start-programs/stories/20251103110
https://www.ideastream.org/show/sound-of-ideas/2025-11-04/ohios-head-start-programs-grapple-with-federal-funding-cancellations
https://ohiochannel.org/video/the-sound-of-ideas-11-4-2025
https://rollcall.com/2025/11/04/no-quick-fix-for-head-start-funding-as-programs-start-to-close/
https://wordinblack.com/2025/11/head-start-closures-jeopardizing-education-black-children/
https://stateline.org/2025/11/05/states-donors-and-schools-scramble-to-keep-head-start-centers-open-for-now/


November 6, 2025 

• How one parent is navigating her local Head Start closure during the government shutdown | Here & 

Now - Scioto County 

• Head Start services across country feeling impacts of federal government shutdown - cleveland.com 

• WOCAP seeks emergency assistance as federal shutdown threatens operations | Allen County | 

hometownstations.com - West Ohio Community Action Partnership 

 

November 8, 2025 

•  Jospeh Pratt: Head Start represents the best of us (Opinion) | Opinion | portsmouth-

dailytimes.com - Scioto County 

 

November 9, 2025 

• Southeast Ohio families without early childhood program during shutdown - WOUB Public Media 

 

November 10, 2025 

• Ohio Head Start programs suffer, close as federal government shutdown rolls on • Ohio Capital 

Journal 

 

November 11, 2025 

• Shutdown leaves Ohio kids behind | News, Sports, Jobs - Tribune Chronicle - Coshocton County 

• CORS warns of potential Head Start Program shutdown – Peak of Ohio - Council on Rural Services 

• CORS announces possible suspension of services Dec. 1 - Miami Valley Today -  

Council on Rural Services 

 

November 12, 2025 

• TPS to temporarily suspend Head Start, Early Childhood Education programs - Toledo Public Schools 

• Toledo Public Schools to temporarily suspend 'Head Start Services' due to government shutdown | 

wtol.com - Toledo Public Schools 

• Toledo Public Schools announces temporary shutdown of Head Start services | The Blade -  

Toledo Public Schools 

• Troy helps fund childcare and school-readiness program amid government shutdown | WYSO - 

Council on Rural Services 

• Troy to provide $5K to city’s Head Start program | WDTN.com - Council on Rural Services 

 

 

 

https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2025/11/06/head-start-family-impact
https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2025/11/06/head-start-family-impact
https://www.cleveland.com/education/2025/11/head-start-services-across-country-feeling-impacts-of-federal-government-shutdown.html
https://www.hometownstations.com/news/allen_county/wocap-seeks-emergency-assistance-as-federal-shutdown-threatens-operations/article_b202d2ca-cdc9-4deb-bb39-d66d2e1607c2.html
https://www.hometownstations.com/news/allen_county/wocap-seeks-emergency-assistance-as-federal-shutdown-threatens-operations/article_b202d2ca-cdc9-4deb-bb39-d66d2e1607c2.html
https://www.portsmouth-dailytimes.com/opinion/jospeh-pratt-head-start-represents-the-best-of-us-opinion/article_14951233-43fe-4a91-8859-0c735637add3.html
https://www.portsmouth-dailytimes.com/opinion/jospeh-pratt-head-start-represents-the-best-of-us-opinion/article_14951233-43fe-4a91-8859-0c735637add3.html
https://woub.org/2025/11/09/families-southeast-ohio-without-access-early-childhood-program-federal-shutdown/
https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2025/11/10/ohio-head-start-programs-suffer-close-as-federal-government-shutdown-rolls-on/
https://ohiocapitaljournal.com/2025/11/10/ohio-head-start-programs-suffer-close-as-federal-government-shutdown-rolls-on/
https://www.tribtoday.com/opinion/editorials/2025/11/shutdown-leaves-ohio-kids-behind/
https://www.peakofohio.com/local-news/cors-warns-of-potential-head-start-program-shutdown/
https://miamivalleytoday.com/cors-announces-possible-suspension-of-services-dec-1/
https://www.13abc.com/2025/11/12/tps-temporarily-suspend-head-start-services/
https://www.wtol.com/article/news/education/toledo-public-schools-temporarily-suspends-head-start-services/512-c3c55853-f8c9-4f6a-8de0-f3be2deb290c
https://www.wtol.com/article/news/education/toledo-public-schools-temporarily-suspends-head-start-services/512-c3c55853-f8c9-4f6a-8de0-f3be2deb290c
https://www.toledoblade.com/local/education/2025/11/12/head-start-suspended-tps-schools-government-shutdown/stories/20251112111
https://www.wyso.org/news/2025-11-12/troy-helps-fund-childcare-and-school-readiness-program-amid-government-shutdown
https://www.wdtn.com/news/local-news/troy-to-provide-5k-to-citys-head-start-program/amp/


November 13, 2025 

• Toledo schools pausing programs after shutdown - Toledo Public Schools 

• Families Brace for Continued Gaps in Head Start Service Despite Government Reopening 

• ‘We’re feeling hopeful;’ Local Head Start fears closure due to delayed grant – 95.3 and 101.1 FM The 

Eagle - Council on Rural Services 

 

November 14, 2025 

• Local Head Start programs await federal funding after shutdown | Allen County | 

hometownstations.com - West Ohio Community Action Partnership 

 

November 15, 2025 

• The Shutdown Is Over, But Thousands of Kids Are Still Locked Out of Head Start – The 74 -  

Highland County 

 

November 17, 2025 

• OHSAI's updated press release 

 

November 26, 2025 

• Toledo Public Schools still looking for written guarantee on Head Start funding - Toledo Public Schools 

 

November 28, 2025 

• Foundation reinforces its promise to serve Piqua - Miami Valley Today - Council on Rural Services 

 

November 30, 2025 

• Toledo Public Schools suspending 'Head Start' programs starting Monday | wtol.com - Toledo Public 

Schools 

 

December 1, 2025 

• Toledo Head Start programs temporarily closed as TPS awaits federal funding - Toledo Public Schools 

• TPS' Head Start programs to resume Tuesday | wtol.com - Toledo Public Schools 

• Toledo Head Start programs to resume Tuesday after pause over federal funding concerns -  

Toledo Public Schools 

• Head Start programs in Wood County avoided temporary shutdown due to different funding cycles – 

BG Independent News - Great Lakes CAP 

 

https://spectrumnews1.com/oh/columbus/news/2025/11/13/toledo-public-schools-head-start-shutdown
https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2025-11-13/families-brace-for-continued-gaps-in-head-start-service-despite-government-reopening
https://www.eagledayton.com/news/local/were-feeling-hopeful-local-head-start-fears-closure-due-delayed-grant/C7JORH26PRE5ZNFKATYTCQV5ZQ/
https://www.eagledayton.com/news/local/were-feeling-hopeful-local-head-start-fears-closure-due-delayed-grant/C7JORH26PRE5ZNFKATYTCQV5ZQ/
https://www.hometownstations.com/news/allen_county/local-head-start-programs-await-federal-funding-after-shutdown/article_d416e169-76e8-403b-8c65-d5aa097c3588.html
https://www.hometownstations.com/news/allen_county/local-head-start-programs-await-federal-funding-after-shutdown/article_d416e169-76e8-403b-8c65-d5aa097c3588.html
https://www.the74million.org/article/the-shutdown-is-over-but-thousands-of-kids-are-still-locked-out-of-head-start/
https://www.ohsai.org/docs/11.17_OHSAI_Press_Release.pdf
https://www.13abc.com/2025/11/26/toledo-public-schools-still-looking-written-guarantee-head-start-funding/
https://miamivalleytoday.com/foundation-reinforces-its-promise-to-serve-piqua/
https://www.wtol.com/article/news/local/toledo-public-schools-suspending-head-start-programs-starting-monday-early-education/512-1a3476fd-a46f-484d-8519-8a979d2e0e24
https://www.13abc.com/2025/12/01/toledo-head-start-programs-temporarily-closed-tps-awaits-federal-funding/
https://www.wtol.com/article/news/local/toledo-public-schools-head-start-programs-resume/512-14b8bb14-d8e5-492d-82ce-b2a785cc0e30
https://www.13abc.com/2025/12/01/toledo-head-start-programs-temporarily-closed-tps-awaits-federal-funding/
https://bgindependentmedia.org/head-start-programs-in-wood-county-avoided-temporary-shutdown-due-to-different-funding-cycles/
https://bgindependentmedia.org/head-start-programs-in-wood-county-avoided-temporary-shutdown-due-to-different-funding-cycles/


December 9, 2025 

• CORS Head Start resumes operations after government shutdown - Sidney Daily News -  

Council on Rural Services 

https://www.sidneydailynews.com/2025/12/09/cors-head-start-resumes-operations-after-government-shutdown/

